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“Geopolitical Challenges of LNG Imports Amid the U.S.—Iran War”
Shigemi Ochiai, Jonquil Consulting Inc.

The ongoing confrontation between the United States and Iran has brought renewed instability
to the maritime corridors of the Middle East, particularly the Strait of Hormuz. As naval tensions
persist, the security of LNG transport routes has become increasingly uncertain, raising concerns for
nations heavily reliant on seaborne energy supplies. Japan, whose power generation remains
substantially dependent on imported LNG, faces heightened exposure to fluctuations in global spot
prices and potential delays in shipments originating from the Gulf region.

This issue underscores a broader vulnerability within the international energy system: the
fragility of supply chains when geopolitical pressures intensify. The present conflict illustrates how
regional hostilities can swiftly evolve into global energy disruptions. For Japan, diversification of
supply sources, improvements in domestic infrastructure, and the gradual reduction of LNG
dependency form essential elements of a long-term resilience strategy.

In parallel, emerging technologies such as CNP-based CO: fixation offer complementary
pathways to strengthen national energy security. By mitigating emissions associated with fossil fuel
use, such innovations provide a stabilising countermeasure in an era marked by geopolitical
uncertainty and structural shifts in global energy demand.
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