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“The New Energy Race — What Is the World Really Competing For?”
Shigemi Ochiai, Jonquil Consulting Inc.

The New Energy Race

The world is entering a new era of energy competition. This is no longer simply a contest over oil,
gas, or electricity. It is a competition to secure the energy systems that will support future economic
growth, industrial development, and technological advancement. The rapid expansion of artificial
intelligence, data centres, electrified manufacturing, and digital infrastructure is driving unprecedented
growth in global energy demand. At the same time, geopolitical uncertainty has elevated energy
security from a policy concern to a strategic imperative. LNG trade reached record levels in 2025,
while investment in gas infrastructure, power networks, storage, and alternative energy sources
continues to accelerate.

In this environment, the question is no longer which energy source will prevail. The more
important question is which nations can build resilient, flexible, and secure energy systems capable of
sustaining long-term growth. Oil, natural gas, renewables, nuclear power, and storage technologies are
increasingly becoming complementary elements of the same objective.

The new energy race is not merely about possessing resources. It is about the ability to manage,
integrate, and utilise energy effectively. In the emerging global order, competitiveness will belong not
to those who simply have energy, but to those who can make the best use of it.

Energy security is becoming the foundation of economic competitiveness.
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